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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Holyoke Building is a substantial five-story brick masonry commercial block in the
Victorian Commercial style. Built in 1890, it was the first office building to be
completed after Seattle's disasterous fire of 1889. It occupies a corner lot on First
Avenue near the heart of the city's central business district.
The building is situated on a sloping site with six equal bays on the First Avenue or
west elevation, and an irregular series of bays along the Spring Street facade.
Rusticated .stonework.piers with composite capitals flank two storefronts on First Avenue
and the bay closest the corner on Spring Street. Facing north, ·the Spring Street
elevation rises with a.fairly steep inclination toward the rear of the site over a total
horizontal distance of 112 feet. Along the back of the building the alley is at the
second .floor level. A third store front and an entrance to the upper stories are located
on the second floor a step above the sidewalk near the northeast. corner of the building -
also between rusticated piers. Another entrance adjacent to this grouping is at the foot
.of a stairway directly to the third floor.
Above the first and second floor store fronts all openings are linteled. Strip pilasters
divide the upper stories into a series of bays. Panelled spandrels between the windows
of succeeding floors appear as continuous horizontal elements except where interrupted

\ by the shallow pilasters. Above the fifth story the 'spandrels are corbelled upward to
'\ a panelled frieze divided' by pairs of corbelled "brackets" that extend each pilaster

from its composite capital to the cornice.
A single exception to the use of linteled window openings is a semi-circular arch at the
top floor above the bay nearest the street intersection on'the'north elevation. Similar
arches-executedJn-stonework are used over the entrances at'the'ground' level of the same
facade. The one at the opposite corner is constructed of rock-faced masonry, and the
arch nearer tlie"center·ts:dressed smooth with a carved.keystoiie.Thedate 1890 is inscribed
on a separate stone block set within the brickwork of the spandrel above .

•-.• I, ' .• ... :. . '., • • ,. . , ~

-- Double hung windows are used throughout the upper stories with transoms provided on the
second floor only. These are grouped in pairs on each bay of the First Avenue elevation.
On the Spring Street. facade they are arranged variously from one to six windows between
pilasters.
The Holyoke Building is only slightly altered on the exterior. There have been minor
modifications to the storefronts. A steel fire escape has been installed and the
sandstone cornice'(along with the original ornamental iron cresting) has been removed.
Otherwise. the most visible changes in the building's appearance are the 'numerous signs
advertising the street level businesses. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Holyoke Building is a good example of,unpretentious,straight~forward Victorian
commercial architecture.' The structure reflects the period in which it was built by
its design, materials, and the intended use of its .spaces.The lower floors were
established as stores and the upper floors as office space: The Holyoke building is--'
one of the few structures remaining from the 1890's. In 1889 a terrible fire consumed
sixteen blocks of Seattle's downtown area (now known as the Pioneer Square Historic
District). Excavation for the Holyoke building had begun shortly before the fire,
the deep pit acted as a fire stop, preventing the fire from spreading any further north.'
At the time of its construction the building was described as "one of the largest
buildings in town. The design of which would be the most modern; the ceilings on the
first floor would be 16 feet high, the next four stories 13 feet each". (The National

\

Bank of Commerce 1889-1969 pg 12).
In the 1920's the Holyoke Building became a gathering place for artists of all kinds,
especially mus lcians .. The Town Crier of December 10, 1927 referred to them as "a
progressive group, of pioneer- artists", they went on to .say the building",represented a

J

"temple of music andar-t 'which Seattle has not been able to duplicate since". 'The
,rriusicians sui~eswert;,on the ,second floor, be~ ng .u~edfo~,pr;actice r~T)s.andjiiSpJSS ions.

~ Among the artlsts 'there were Vaughn Arthur, vlollnlst, Rose and Frank Egan,founders of
,the Egan School at the theater in Los Angeles, and'Nellie C. Cornish who later fo~nded
her own school of art and music in Seattle. -
Born on September 1, 1832 in New Brunswick, .Richard Holyoke arrived in Seattle -ion1860
to begin a career as a lumberman, an occupation he followed for many years. Holyoke did
quite well, and began to buy great quantities of real-estate to prove to others his faith
that the region would ,grow and be successful.
After Holyoke had become well established in the community he began to recognize the need
for some sort of banking 'institution. He then established and became the first President
of the National Bank of Commerce. He continued to ,be most supportive of people in the

- lumber industry.
In Bagley's History of Seattle (published 1910) Holyoke is referred to as "an active
he1pful citi zen, who 's 1He measured up ,to very high standards."
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